
	Spiller                              C.J.                                                                            Clemson
RB                                      6.4


	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

5'11                                  195                                                                               4.37

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	6.4

	Q.A.B                                      6.5
Quick Feet                             6.5

C.O.D.                                     6.5 Flexibility                               6.0
Coordination                         6.5
	The first thing that pops out to anyone who studies Spiller is his versatility.  Not only is he a danger out of the backfield, he is so good at catching the football, he could be a first round pick at wide receiver.  Spiller was Clemson's big play threat, and when he wasn't lining up in the backfield, he was lined up as a wide out more often than not.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	6.1

	Toughness                             6.0
Clutch Play                             6.5
Production                            6.0
Consistency                           6.0
Team Player                          6.0
Pride / Quit                           6.0
	He is much more adept at running away from a defender than running through one.  He never looked natural trying to plunge head on into a pile, and never moved it.  In the NFL, it could potentially limit his game to being just a situational player.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.7

	Learn / Retain                       7.0
Inst/Reaction                        6.5
Concentration                       6.5
	Smart young man who learns from coaching very well.  Very good instincts and vision.  A patient runner who runs behind his blockers and excels around the corners.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.3

	Body Type                              6.0
	He uses his speed and vision to his advantage.  Not since Reggie Bush has a player made such a career of making defensive players look silly.  Regardless of his timed 40, Spiller has game speed.  He hits it into high gear quickly and doesn't let off.  He reportedly ran a 4.12 40 with his strength and conditioning coach.

	Durability                               6.0
	

	Explosion                               6.5
	

	Play Strength                        6.5       
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	6.5
	RUN INSTINCTS
	Other than perhaps Cal's Jahvid Best, Spiller has the best burst of all draft-eligible players in the nation. Uses his quickness really well on spins and cut backs to make defenders miss. Has fluid hip movement that allows him to change direction without losing quickness.
	Kentucky 2009

	225 REPS                                 18
VERTICAL JUMP                     DNA
BROAD JUMP                         DNA
20 SHUTTLE                            DNA
60 SHUTTLE                            DNA
3 CONE                                    DNA


	6.5
	ELUSIVENESS
	Moves into and out of lanes quickly without taking many false steps. Cuts and plants exceptionally well. So well, in fact, that Spiller may be best-suited to play on a team that zone blocks.
	
	

	6.5
	CUTBACK ABIL.
	Possesses elite game speed. Spiller should time well and his speed is evident on the field. Runs away from just about any defender. Hits holes really fast and gets up to his top speed quickly.
	
	

	5.5
	INSIDE RUNNER
	Inconsistent as an inside runner. Finds creases well and dashes through them, but doesn't always like to run inside. Doesn't break a lot of tackles because he runs somewhat upright and allows defenders into his frame. Needs to be more assertive running inside. Not a downhill runner.  Spiller does a nice job setting up his blockers, particularly when he's working in space.  Clearly knows how to "run to daylight." Finds openings with ease and gets through them to produce extra yards.  
	
	

	6.0
	OUTSIDE RUNNER
	Really likes to work to the outside where he can use his agility.  Unlike a lot of quick backs, Spiller is an intelligent runner who doesn't run backwards in an effort to make a big play.
	
	

	6.0
	HANDS RCVING
	Can be dangerous when lining up in the slot. Uses his excellent quickness to get off the line of scrimmage. Doesn't run very disciplined routes and allows defenders to stay on him. Hands are good for a running back. Had more than 30 pass receptions a year his final three seasons at Clemson.
	
	

	6.0
	ADJUST TO BALL
	Excellent pass-catching instincts.  Great on screen plays, passes to the flat and swing patterns.
	
	

	6.5
	R.A.C
	Can be dangerous when lining up in the slot. Uses his excellent quickness to get off the line of scrimmage. Doesn't run very disciplined routes and allows defenders to stay on him. Hands are good for a running back. Had more than 30 pass receptions a year his final three seasons at Clemson.
	

	6.0
	RUN BLOCKER 
	Good run-blocking ability, however, sometimes struggles to get to the second level.
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	6.0
	PASS BLOCKER
	Adequate pass blocker. Played in a one-back system where he was the last line of defense against pass rushers. Although Spiller gives good effort on blocking, he needs to learn the fundamentals and apply them. Doesn't always go through his blocking progressions from the outside to the inside correctly.
	SIZE                                          6.0           ATH. ABILITY         6.5
HANDS                                    6.0           COMPETES             6.5
PLAY SPEED                            6.0           BLOCKING              6.0

	6.0
	DURABLE / TOUGHS
	Spiller's size is somewhat of a concern. In a league where nine out of 10 of the top rushers in 2008 were over 200 pounds coming out of college, Spiller is lacking bulk. His muscle build is good for his frame, so he might not get much bigger without losing some quickness. Size issues may lead to some durability concerns by evaluators.
	

	6.5
	FUMBLE / ERRORS
	Doesn't run very disciplined routes and allows defenders to stay on him.  The stat that jumps out to me the most is that CJ had just two fumbles in his entire four year career.
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	  Solid bulk 

  Extremely fast with gamebreaking ability 

  Instinctive back 

  Patient and sets up blockers 

  Great vision to identify cutback lanes at line of scrimmage and in open field 

  Very elusive and evades tacklers 

  Great spin move 

  Runs routes well out of backfield 

  Lots of experience catching the ball 

  Soft hands 

  Nice second gear to go distance 

  Breaks a good amount of tackles for his weight 

  Can contribute as a returner 

  Projects as an excellent No. 2, change-of-pace running back 

  Good YPC average despite weak offensive line

	  Won't get that much bigger without losing speed 

  Not very assertive between the tackles 

  Generally shys from contact 

  Not very powerful 

  Not going to get much done on the goal line 

  Weak inside runner 

  Mediocre in pass protection 

  Not an explosive or exceptional punt returner 

  Cuts outside far too often

	SUMMARY

	Spiller profiles as a very explosive back, but isn't a No. 1 in the NFL, which isn't an entirely bad thing.  He needs to work on his pass protection the most so he can really help out virtually every team on third down.  Where Spiller lacks in size and strength, he makes up for in speed and athleticism.  A dynamic running back who considered entering the 2009 NFL Draft, Spiller is a multi-threat player who can play special teams and catch passes.  But he's made his name running around and past defenders.  He instinctively eludes contact and gets up to speed quickly.

Size is a concern, but his running style often negates his lack of bulk.  Spiller really broke through in his senior season after splitting carries with James Davis his first three years.

Spiller might not necessarily be the next Chris Johnson, but he'll be the closest player to him in the NFL.




