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	Last Name                        First Name                                                                 College                             Position                    Final Grade

6050
260#

	Height                             Weight                                                                         40 speed                                                              Test Score

	ATHLETIC ABILITY
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	    6.5                                                                      

	Q.A.B                             6.5
Quick Feet                      6.5
C.O.D.                            6.5
Flexibility                       6.0
Coordination                  6.0
	Good initial burst off the snap. Keeps his feet underneath him and can change directions easily.  Rarely goes to the ground, uses his hands to stifle cut blocks.  Has the ability to run the arc around the OT with good body lean.  Uses good balance in his pass rush arsenal to set up his blocker when the OL overcommits.  Can line up on both sides with equal burst and coordination and shows the ability to stand up and cover the flat.

	COMPETITIVENESS
	                           SECTION GRADE:
	    6.5

	Toughness
6.0
Clutch Play
7.0
Production
7.0
Consistency
6.5
Team Player
6.5
Pride / Quit
6.5
	Clemson does a lot of DL rotation, Branch still stays on the field a majority of the game and goes all out, very rarely see him jogging or giving up on a play.  Despite two teammates departing for the NFL draft, he has stepped up his pass rush big time, averaging almost a sack/game thus far, already eclipsing last year’s totals in sacks and tackles for loss.  Follows his assignments and responsibilities, maintains outside leverage when appropriate.

	MENTAL ALERTNESS
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Learn / Retain
7.0
Inst/Reaction
5.5
Concentration
6.5
	Plays both sides of the ball and stands up as a rush LB and saw him cover some.  Plays to his assignment first, but can read and react to the play.  Backs off his rush and drops into coverage when play is away from him.  Shows a good arsenal of pass rush moves.

	STRENGTH / EXPLOSION
	                            SECTION GRADE:
	6.5

	Body Type
7.0
	Good height and long arms, has the frame to add weight if needed.  Stays on the field and uses his hands well to protect his legs vs. cut blocks.  Combines a good burst off the snap with a strong upper body to gain leverage and beat his man.  Doesn’t really have the lower body strength to hold his ground, he penetrates and makes the play.


	Durability
6.5
	

	Explosion
6.5
	

	Play Strength
6.0
	

	GDE        CATEGORY               COMMENTS DESCRIPTION                 GAMES VIEWED                 COMBINE NOTES

	6.0
	READ & REACT
	Struggles some as a stand-up LB, but reads well from rush
	Florida State
Maryland

North Carolina


	225 REPS

VERTICAL JUMP

BROAD JUMP

20 SHUTTLE

60 SHUTTLE

3 CONE



	7.0
	INITIAL QUICKS
	Good burst off the ball
	
	

	6.0
	PLAY STRENGTH 
	Good strength to shed, but doesn’t hold ground vs. blocks
	
	

	7.0
	USE OF HANDS
	Swats the OL hands off of him and gets his hands under OL pads
	
	

	6.5
	SHED BLOCKER 
	Does a good job getting rid of his blocker
	
	

	5.5
	RUN AT HIM
	Doesn’t show the lower body strength to anchor, but can penetrate and disrupt the ball carrier
	
	

	6.5
	PURSUIT / RANGE
	Stays after the QB and flashed ability to cover flat
	
	

	5.5
	TACKLING 
	Can get a little out of control when beating his blocker and misses some plays
	

	5.5
	CLOSING BURST
	Struggles a bit to close in ball carrier when in grasp
	CRITICAL FACTORS

	5.5
	POWER RUSH
	Does not show a bull rush, but uses strength to power to the inside
	SIZE                  7.0     INITIAL QUICKS
7.0
PLAY STR        6.0     COMPETES
7.0
PLAY SPEED    6.5    INSTINCTS         6.0

	7.5
	SPEED RUSH
	Gets leverage with quick 1st step and swats OL hands away to turn the corner
	

	7.0
	ERRORS
	Did not see any jumps offside and is trusted with multiple assignments
	

	STRONG POINTS
	WEAKNESSES

	Shows a good burst off the LOS that allows him to gain leverage which he uses to defeat his man with an array of pass rush moves.  Once he sets up his man with the speed rush, he slashes inside or uses a strong club to get inside leverage.  Good athleticism to play in a 3-4, but the frame to add weight as a 4-3 end.  Does make mental errors or sacrifice his assignment to make plays.

	Can get a bit out of control in the open and miss some plays that he gets in position to make.  Can run the arc around the OT a little tighter to allow him to turn the corner a little faster.

	SUMMARY

	Alan has really stepped up his game with the departure of D’Quan Bowers and Janoris Jenkins to the NFL; he is already having a career year despite putting up solid numbers as a junior.  He shows the athletic ability to be an effective OLB in a 3-4 defense, but his 6’5 frame should allow him to add a little more weight as a 4-3 DE, so every team should be interested in adding Branch as pass rushing threat.  If he can refine his technique a little bit with some quality coaching, he has all the tools to be a successful player in the NFL.  I think he is playing his way into a becoming a solid 1st round pick and with the desire to find quality pass rushers; he could be taken in the top half of the 1st round.



